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can really render is to keep up your 
a mirror in which you can see a noble 
George Bernard Shaw 

ee  CCooaacchhiinngg  LLttdd..  wwwwww..ssiimmpplliicciittyylliiffeeccooaacc
““TThhee  FFrriieennddss  WWiitthhiinn””  
We’ve all heard the saying “Friends are the family we choose”. But why do
we choose them?  

Some of us have many, many friends and some of us just a
select few. Many of us are somewhere in between.  

In a busy and increasingly impersonal world where families
are spread across the country, or even the globe, friends
play an ever more important role in our lives. They become
our surrogate families or ‘community’. 

Friends are people to have fun with, commiserate with and 
to get advice or support from. They are the people who
energize and encourage us, people who nurture parts of our
personalities that don’t get out very often. Friends are also
simply people to ‘be’ ourselves with.  

I don’t believe we choose friends, we identify them. But like
intimate attraction – identifying friends often happens at a
sub-conscious level – we’re simply drawn to someone.  

Sometimes it’s through identified similarities – they’re like
us. And sometimes we’re drawn to someone because they
have qualities we admire or enjoy being around. 

You know that age-old saying that “What you recognize in
others also resides in yourself”. Well, it’s usually used to remind
us to be more humble when finding fault with others. But it can
also be applied to good qualities. Deep down there is a seed of
that quality within you – which if nurtured - would grow! 

Anais Nin said, “Each friend represents a world in us, a world possibly not 
born until they arrive”. 
What in your friends represents a world in you? What in
yourself can you identify in your friends? Perhaps take a
moment to reflect on your core friendships. What is it about
your friends that drew you to them? What do you admire
and enjoy about them?  

Now, which of those qualities might you like to acknowledge
and nurture within yourself?  

You could start by simply observing that quality in your
friends. And then maybe even ask them how they do it. Try,
“You’re so at ease with everyone, how do you do that?” or
“You’re so good at saying ‘no’, how do you do that?” You
may be surprised by what you learn! 

Why not? When we stop to notice what people add to our
lives, it makes us appreciate them more. And who doesn’t
love being appreciated? 

In the days and weeks ahead, perhaps take a little time to 
observe and appreciate your friends. They are a mirror to
YOUR soul!
hhiinngg..ccoomm    

http://www.simplicitylifecoaching.com/
http://www.simplicitylifecoaching.com/tools_resources
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1. Friends & Enemies (our need to love and hate) 

Dorothy Rowe ISBN: 0006530583 
Want to know more about friends, enemies, love 
and hate? Hard-hitting, plenty of historical 
examples. Will make you think! 

2. Eat Pray Love 
Elizabeth Gilbert ISBN: 0143038419 
A wonderful memoir written as if it was highly 
entertaining fiction. Follow Liz as she discovers 
herself in Italy, India and finally Indonesia! 

PS. Don’t forget your local Library – you might be 
able to read these recommended books for free! 

EENNLL IIGGHHTTEENN IINNGG  LLUUNNCCHHBBRREEAAKKSS     
www.actsofkindness.org/inspiration/ecards.asp
Why not send a free inspirational e-card to your 
friends and thank them for being – well - them! 
 
www.siconversations.org 
Interested in where society and the world is going? 
Visit social innovation conversations for in-depth 
podcasts/audio on a variety of topics like where 
your cup of coffee comes from, helping businesses 
create a better world, thoughts on reducing world 
poverty, sustainability and much much more. 
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There is no such thing as… 
An “EEnneemmyy” 

We left ‘enemies’ behind in the playground – and now,
as adults, “enemies” only exist in films. Or do they? 
We have all experienced that person who just doesn’t
like us - no matter what we do - and no matter
whether or not we’ve done anything to them. 
It’s hard to deal with - no matter what age or how mature
we are. Human nature means we want to be liked.  
So what do we do with that person who just doesn’t like
us - for seemingly no reason - and makes it quite clear? 
Well, as long as they’re not actively trying to harm
you, why not try to get to know them? It’s hard to
truly dislike someone when they seem genuinely
interested in getting to know you.  
And if that doesn’t work, simply let go and avoid or
remove them from your life wherever possible. If
that isn’t an option decide to forgive them (for the
past and future!). If they COULD behave better,
they would. And while you dwell on how they
behave, the only person you’re harming is yourself.  
THOUGHT: Abraham Lincoln once dropped a few
kind words about the Confederates. A woman
demanded to know how he could speak kindly of
his enemies when he should rather destroy them.
He replied, "What, madam, do I not destroy them
when I make them my friends?"  
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If you want your life to be different,
you will have to do things differently.
Here are  55  tthhiinnggss  ttoo  ggeett  yyoouu  ssttaarrtteedd:: 
11..  Donate a day. Choose a charity

or event you believe in and
donate a day of your time. (Ask if
your employer has a policy that
allows you to do this and get paid!) 

22..  Start each day with purpose.
Pick 3 things you want to accomplish
before sleep and just do them! 

33..  Create a new habit. Instead of
trying to change something you don’t
like about yourself, pick a new habit
you fancy and just start doing it. 

44..  Schedule play dates. Kids have
them, so why not us? Book in a
regular monthly ‘play-date’ with
friends and do something fun. 

55..  Take something away. Do less. See if
you can spot the ‘time-waster’ in
your routine. Even 10 minutes a day
is worth reclaiming: Reflect, relax, or
simply switch out the light earlier! 

Why not try one of these and see what happens? 
mm    
CCHHAALLLLEENNGGEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  MMOONNTTHH!!  
As we’ve already discussed – your 
friendships are a mirror to your soul. 
What would you like to learn about 
yourself? WWhhaatt  sskkiillllss  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  
ddeevveelloopp??    

Well, why not do it AND boost a friend 
at the same time? Take a friend to 
lunch and notice their qualities. If they 
have a skill or trait you admire, ask 
them how they do it. Then listen 
carefully!  

Here are 3 Levels  for this month’s Challenge. 
See what you can learn about yourself!    

 LLEEVVEELL  11  ––  GGeennttllee 
Ask ONE friend out to lunch this week  

 LLEEVVEELL  22  --    CChhaalllleennggiinngg 
Ask TWO friends out to lunch this week  

  LLEEVVEELL  33  ––  EExxttrreemmee  
Ask one friend out to lunch each week for 
a month, or until you run out of friends! 
 

Remember that you can’t recognize something 
in others unless you already have the 

capability for it in yourself.  
So, go on, give yourself a pat on the back! 
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